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bridge and dam, swarmed up the bluff and captured the redoubt. "With equal expedition a road was made for the artillery, which was speedily dragged across. Twelve hundred yards in advance was another re-doubt, which was taken in the same manner.
It was a masterly stroke, and one which proved of the first importance in the battle of Williamsburg. By one quick movement, Hancock had turned the enemy's flank and debouched upon his rear; and un-less he could be stopped and driven back, the whole Confederate line would be untenable.
When Hancock formed his brigade in line of battle within the enemy's fortifications on the crest of the hill which he had seized, and brought up his artillery, he found there were two more redoubts between him and Fort Magruder and directed his fire upon these. Send-ing his two batteries to the front, he began an artillery duel. But the situation was a dangerous one. Hancock's little command was shut off by a deep and almost impassable ravine from the rest of the troops, while in front was the whole rebel army, an overwhelming force. He sent for reinforcements, but none came. On the contrary, he received orders to retire. But Hancock, realizing the commanding importance of the position he had taken, delayed as long as possible executing the order from General Sumner. He knew that, with adequate support, the Confederate army was at our mercy.
It was not until five o'clock that he gave the com-mand to fall back. Then, the rebel General Johnston had finished with Hooker at Fort Magruder, and wasps poured across the old milln clx;  He declared himself without hesitation.ess.
